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children will take their driver’s test in 
a zero-emission vehicle. That would go 
a long way toward helping to reduce 
our dependence and enhance our secu-
rity. 

Natural gas is another energy source 
we depend on heavily and is another 
area in which we are, unfortunately, 
becoming increasingly reliant on for-
eign imports. Because natural gas is 
clean burning and relatively cheap, it 
has been the fuel of choice for new 
electric power generation in recent 
years. Sixty percent of American 
homes are now heated and cooled with 
natural gas. But while that demand has 
been growing, domestic supply has re-
mained essentially flat. In 2003, we im-
ported 15 percent of the gas we used. 
By 2025, that number will nearly dou-
ble. 

We simply cannot continue on this 
path, and that is why we are bringing 
this bill to the floor next week. We 
need to take bold action in the Senate. 
It is what the American people expect; 
it is what they deserve. This is exactly 
what we will do. We will take that ac-
tion in the Senate to address these en-
ergy challenges head on. 

The bill that was reported out of the 
Energy Committee last month was 
done so on a bipartisan basis, and it is 
a step in the right direction. It likely 
will be amended and improved on the 
floor of the Senate next week. I, again, 
thank Chairman DOMENICI and Senator 
BINGAMAN for their tremendous work 
and for the cooperative spirit with 
which they approached these issues. I 
hope that same bipartisan spirit will 
prevail on the floor and that we can get 
this important legislation to the Presi-
dent as quickly as possible. 

Several of us had the opportunity to 
meet with the President yesterday, and 
this was at the very top of his list of 
issues that he expects us to address. 
Our goal is to get that legislation to 
his desk for his signature as soon as we 
possibly can. 

America needs a policy that keeps 
our families safe, strong, and secure, a 
policy that keeps America moving for-
ward. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF WILLIAM H. 
PRYOR, JR., TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR 
THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of Calendar No. 100, 
which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of William H. Pryor, 
Jr., of Alabama, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time from now 
until 10:30 shall be under the control of 
the majority leader or his designee. 

The Senator from Alabama is now 
recognized. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am 
delighted to be able to speak on behalf 
of William Pryor—Judge William 
Pryor now—for the position of U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals. He is an extraor-
dinary individual, a wonderful human 
being, a brilliant lawyer, a man of the 
highest integrity, who has won the re-
spect and support and confidence of the 
people of Alabama to an extraordinary 
degree. Democrats, Republicans, Afri-
can Americans—the whole State of 
Alabama knows and respects him for 
the courage and integrity and commit-
ment he brings to public service. 

He was appointed attorney general to 
fill my seat after I was elected to the 
Senate, and he has done a superb job as 
attorney general. President Bush gave 
him a recess appointment to the Elev-
enth Circuit Court of Appeals after his 
nomination had been blocked here now 
for over 2 years. So it has been a bur-
den for me to feel the frustration that 
I know he and his family must endure 
as a result of the uncertainty of his 
nomination process. I could not be 
more pleased that he was one of the 
nominees who was agreed upon to get a 
cloture vote, a successful cloture vote 
and an up-or-down vote here in the 
Senate. That is a good decision by the 
14 Senators who reached a consensus 
on how they would approach this proc-
ess of confirmations. I could not be 
more pleased and proud that Judge Bill 
Pryor was part of the group that was 
agreed upon by those Members of the 
Senate to get an up-or-down vote. 

Bill Pryor is the kind of judge Amer-
ica ought to have. He grew up in Mo-
bile, AL, my hometown. He was edu-
cated in the Catholic school system. 
His father was a band director at 
McGill-Toolen High School, a vener-
able, large Catholic high school there. 
His mother taught in African-Amer-
ican schools. He went to law school at 
Tulane University where he graduated 
with honors, magna cum laude. He was 
editor-in-chief of the Tulane Law Re-
view. I know the Presiding Officer, the 
Senator from Florida, is a lawyer and 
understands that editor-in-chief of the 
Law Review is the highest honor a 

graduating senior can have. To be se-
lected as that in a fine law school such 
as Tulane is a great achievement. 

After he left law school, he clerked 
for Circuit Judge John Minor Wisdom, 
a well-known champion of civil rights 
in the Federal court system—at that 
time in the old Fifth Circuit. Now it 
has been divided to become the Elev-
enth Circuit. Judge John Minor Wis-
dom was a circuit court judge in the 
1950s and 1960s when much of segrega-
tion was brought to an end by Federal 
court action. Bill Pryor was positively 
impacted by his experiences, working 
with Judge Wisdom, and is a passionate 
believer in equal rights and equal jus-
tice, and he has a record to dem-
onstrate that commitment. 

He practiced law with one of Ala-
bama’s fine law firms before becoming 
assistant attorney general when I was 
elected attorney general. He handled 
the constitutional issues in our office. 
He was smart, hard working, coura-
geous, intelligent, fair and, more than 
anybody I know in the legal business 
today, was committed to the rule of 
law, to doing the right thing. That is 
his very nature. That is the way he was 
raised. That is what he believes in and 
he will stand in there and do the right 
thing, no matter what others might 
say, time and time again. His record 
demonstrates his overriding belief that 
the law is preeminent and it should be 
obeyed, even if he might disagree and 
would like to see it different. I want to 
show some of the things that dem-
onstrate that. 

I say this because it was alleged 
when his nomination came up that 
somehow he had strongly held beliefs, 
or deeply held beliefs, and those deeply 
held beliefs were so powerful that, yes, 
he might be smart, he might be a good 
lawyer, he might be an honest man and 
all of these things people said he was, 
but because he had strongly held be-
liefs and believed something and had 
some convictions and had some moral 
principles, that somehow that couldn’t 
be trusted. Maybe he wasn’t smooth 
enough. Maybe his beliefs were so 
strong this would manipulate or cause 
him to manipulate the law and not be 
a fair adjudicator of the law. 

I will share some thoughts about that 
because I think what that overlooks is 
his fundamental belief and great 
strength as a judge and a lawyer, which 
is his belief in the law and the primacy 
of the law. He understands, fundamen-
tally, the greatness of our country, 
more than most people realize, is 
founded upon our commitment to law. 
We were given a great heritage from 
England. We have built upon that legal 
heritage. As I age and see the world, I 
know this legal system is what makes 
our country great. A person can go into 
any court, a company can invest in any 
State, and expect in this country they 
will get a fair day in court. You don’t 
have to bribe the judge; you don’t have 
to bribe the jury. You can expect a fair, 
just result, day in, day out, and it oc-
curs in our courtrooms all over Amer-
ica. It is a heritage of unparalleled 
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